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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to provide English language
teachers who are planning to incorporate computer assisted
language learning (CALL) into their course syllabuses with a
useful source of background information., It investigates the
current status of CALL in terms of the successes and the
problems experienced by language teachers who have used a
broad range of CALL programs under a variety of different
conditions, discusses the inherent advantages and potential
disadvantages of CALL as a means of helping learners to
acquire proficiency in language skills, and tries to provide
guidelines as to those areas of language teaching and learning

in which CALL can most effectively be further developed.
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A qualitative survey of 30 published articles, obtained by
means of a manual search of journals and periodicals dating from
1980 to the present, was made. Out of these 30 articles, 9 were
selected by qualitative sampling as most representative of the
recent work being done in CALL., Two bases were used as the
criteria for this selection. The first inwolved categorizing
the articles according to the particular language skills dealt
with by the CALL programs they described, namely: Reading,
Writing, Listening, Speaking, Integrated Skills, and Translation.
The second involved classifying the articles according to the
manner in which the CALL programs were used, following a set of
categories first proposed by Mohan, namely: formal CALL,
communicative CALL, and communicative computer use.

The most significant findings were

1, Computers are appropriate for self-access, tutorial

or remedial work.

2. Computers can be effectively used to help develop

reading skills in a well-developed reading program.

3. Computers add greatly to the realism of games and

simutations used for language learning purposes.

4. Computers can be used effectively for many language
teaching purposes in a 'triangular' relationship

with the teacher and the learmers.
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