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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effect of noise on hearing
of the automobile workers. The plant produced a combination
of impact and continuous noise, the noise level ranged from
73-99dBA. 98 workers who returned for follow-up hearing
evaluations served as subjects for the study. The results
indicated that the 65% of the workers showed various degrees
of sensorineural hearing loss, the prevalence was higher
than those found among patients seen at hospitals. or medical
schools. The audiometric examinations showed the number of
workers with noise-induced hearing loss tended to increase
with the duration of employment. Five different audiometric

configurations were found among the workers who exposed to

noise: unilateral, bilateral noise-induced hearing loss,
uniteral, bilateral high frequency hearing loss, and
combinations of noise-induced hearing 1loss and high
frequency hearing loss. There were more cases of unilateral

hearing loss than bilateral hearing loss. The right ear was
more affected than the left ear. The percentage of worker
with occupational hearing handicaps increased when 4KHz was
included in the formula for calculation. Threshold shifts
were found at 4K,6K,8K, and 3KHz. Some elevation of hearing
thresholds were found at .5K, 1K, or 2KHz. Based on the
results, obtained from this study, a hearing conservation

was highly recommended.





