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ABSTRACT

Human brain slices were stained before being plastinated Five methods of
macroscopic staining were compared 1) Mulligan's method 2) Le Masurier's method
3) Robert's method 4) Braak's method and S) Alston's method After staining with
the five methods, the grey matter was grey-black, brilliance-blue, hght brown,
bluish-green and brick-red, respectively Due to the oxidation reaction of the
performic acid, sections stained by Braak's method suffered shrinkage by 2% , while
other methods revealed less than 1%  After plastination, the shrinkage of stained
sections by all the methods was less than 10% and showed no difference among
methods Tt was found that chemicals used n the staining process did not affect the

quality of plastination  Judging by economic cost, tume used and the contrast between

the grey and white matters contrastion, Alston's method was the best among the five

methods for macroscopic staining of senal brain sections prior to plastination
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