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ABSTRACT

This study primarily aims at gathering information which can
be useful to the improvement of the M.A. program in Applied Linguistics
(ESP) at Mahidol University. The writer started with a documentary survey,
and concluded that the following six areas of content exist in ESP
training programs in general: 1) Linguistic Background, 2) Language
Skill, 3) ESP Specific, 4) Job-related Training, 5) Research Tools

and 6) Subject Areas in Language Teaching.

Then the writer developed two sets of questionnaires based on
the concept of the six areas in ESP training programs. mentioned above.
These questionnaires were employed as instruments by which the M.A.
courses in Applied Linguistics at Mahidol University, from 1981 to 1984,
are evaluated by the lecturers and the students who participated in the

program during that period. The findings are summarized below.

1) Both the lecturers and the students agree that all six areas
in ESP training programs in Mahidol's M.A. program in Applied Linguistics

are necessary.



II

2) The majority of the lecturers and the students consider that
the courses listed in the Mahidol curriculum of M.A. in Applied Linguistics

1981 - 1984 cover the six areas of ESP training programs.

3) In terms of the training offered by the Mahidol M.A. program
in Applied Linguistics, 1981 - 1984, the majority of the students consider
the training in the following two areas as adequate: Linguistic Background
and Subject Areas in Language Teaching (Chi square significant at p = .05
and .01 respectively). As for the other four areas, Language Skill, ESP
Specific, Job Related Training and Research Tools, there is no statistical
significance between the number of the students who consider the training

adequate and those who answer inadequate.

4) In terms of the courses offered, it was statistically confirmed
that the majority of the students in almost all the courses thought they
had satisfactorily achieved their objectives (Chi square significant at
p = .05). The only exception is the course Background in Science, the
majority of the students rated it as inadequate. However, this is not

statistically confirmed.

5) As for the courses listed in the curriculum, the majority
of the students consider all of them necessary or desirable. Chi square

confirms the difference between the numbers of the answers necessary and

unnecessary at p=.05 for all but the course Comuunicative Disorders,

6) In analysing the open ended question concerning how to improve
the program, it is found that the students offer many definite suggestions
on the training in the following three areas: Research Tools, Language

Skill and ESP Specific.
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