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ABSTRACT

This research was designed to

1. To analyse the main types of error
made by the 5th year students at Dusit commercial
School and to discover probable causes for these
errors.

2. Having established the causes or
having hypothesised probable causes, to design
remedial exercises that will help the learner

overcome such errors.

It is hypothesised that the main cause for

errors of the students 1is interference from the
students®’ first language (native language),i.e., the
students first think in Thai and translate 1into

English, thus producing textes that are unacceptable
because of the fundamental differences in Thai and
English sentence structure. :

This hypothesis will be tested with
Selinker’s 5 categories of learner errors against
data collected from writing exercises from 160
students in 3 different assignments involving
telephone messages, memo writing and preparation of



ii

agendas and notices of meetings. All writing
exercises are contained in the writing section of
English book 9 produced by Ajarn Tongbai
Chittamongkol and Ajarn Arunee Phuncharoern and

issued by the Ministry of Education for wuse at 5th
year level in vocational schools.

The results of the analysis is that most
common errors of the students, language transfer
account for the majority of errors (47.19%). On
completion of the analysis of errors, a framework for
the design of remedial exercises based on the
comparison of the descriptive analyses of the English
and Thai structures is proposed and hoped be a useful
instrument in improving the quality of English taught
in commercial colleges.
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