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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to compare opinions of teachers
of English with those of engineering students at King Mongkut's
Institute of Technology, Lardkrabung as regards the status,
problems, and needs of the learning and teaching of Technical
English at KMIT, The objective of the study is to provide
helpful recommendations in order to improve the quality of

the technical English program in the Faculty of Engineering,



The questionaire used was divided into two parts, i.e.,
form A for the 8 KMIT English teachers, and form B for the
309 second and third year engineering students, academic year
1983. The content of both forms was made as similar as possible
The data obtained was statistically analyzed using the SPSS
computer program which provided of percentage statistics,
arithematic means, standard diviations, one-way analysis of
variance, and Student 't' test,

The findings of the study are as follows

According to the status of the learning and teaching
technical English, most teachers usually studied the curriculum,
complied the subject matter, and prepared teaching plans in
advance. The reading skill 1is pre-eminently emphasized, The
language used in teaching is mainly English along with some
Thai. The teaching method usually used is one of teachers
explaining giving examples, urging students to express their
ideas, and encouraging students to participate in activities.
The students, however, said that the teaching method frequently
used was simply the distribution of handouts followed by
explanations, Teaching materials favourably used are textbooks
written by foreign experts whose content is relevant to the
English curriculum, Researching and reporting are the most
popular learning activities, Teaching aids were not frequently

used. The most common measuring methods are exercises and

ii



written tests in which logical thinking ability is much emphasized;

however, the students believed that memory was much focussed on.

The main problems identified relate to the curriculum's
objectives, and the content of the English course which should be
in terms of the relevant to the engineering field. Other problems
relate to the amount of time, allocated to teaching techniques used.
Both teachers and students would like the subject matter, teaching
methods, educational aids, teacher-made tests, and other facilities

to be improved.

Most opinions of the teachers and students relating to the
status of the technical English program, its problems and the
need to improve the teaching of technical English courses in the
Faculty of Engineering, KMIT were not statistically, signifieantly,

different.
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