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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the English Proficiency
" levels of Prince of Songkla University freshmen who were selected by two
different procedures: by the Joint University Entrance Examination
oonducted by the Office of University Affairs, and by the entrance
examination given directly by Prince of Songkla University.

The BEnglish Proficiency Tests, namely the English Structure
Test, the Vocabulary Test, and the Reading Comprehension Test, were
constructed by the investigator and were tried out with 136 Prince of
Songkla University freshmen for the purpose of development and refinement.
The reliability coefficient of the tests was 7132 and the content validity

of the tests was .9703.
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After the pilot study, the 3 refined tests were administered
to 295 randomly selected Prince of Songkla University freshmen who were
enrolled in 5 faculties: Faculty of Science, Faculty of Medicine,

Faculty of Nursing, Faculty of Pharmacy, and Faculty of Engineering. The
data obtained from the 3 tests were statisticall& analyzed. It was
found that:

1« The overall English proficiency levels of Prince of Songkla
University freshmen selected by two different procedures were not
significantly different (p = «05) when they first entered the university.

2. The English proficiency levels, respectively, in English
Structure, Vocabulary, and Reading Comprehension of Prince of Songkla
University freshmen selected differently were not significantly different
(p = .05) when they first entered the university.

3+ The English proficiency levels of Prince of Songkla Uﬁiversity
- freshmen selected by two different procedures when classified by academic
fields were not significantly different (p = +05) when they first entered
the university.

4. The English proficiency levels, respectively, in English
Structure, Vocabulary, and Reading Comprehension of Prince of Songkla
University freshmen selected differently when ciassified by academic fields
were not significantly different (p = .05), except in the case of medical
freshmen. The medical freshmen selected by the University Entrance
Examination socored higher in the Reading Comprehension test than those
selected by the examination given directly by Prince of Songkla (p = «05),

but their scores in the Structure and Vocabulary tests were not signifi -
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cantly different.

5S¢ The Prince of Songkla University freshmen's levels of
overall English proficiency were significantly related to their
proficiency levels, respectively, in English Structure, Vocabulary,
and Reading Comprehemsion (p = .001).

6. Very significant correlations (p = .001) were found
between different pairs of English Structure, Vocabulary, and Reading

Comprehension proficiency of Prince of Songkla University freshmen

(I‘n = W45 = 080)0
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