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ABSTRACT

A village folk ensemble Mahori Khmer of the Bann Sadao,
subdistrict Phlubphlachai , Burirum , at the Southem Isan , near the border line
Thailand-Kampuchea was a subject of this research study. Cultural herritage of
. this ensemble were originally brought up in the area of Kampuchea over the
past century but the music leader, Mr. Mao and his relatives , who moved to the
Surin Province during the second decate of the 1900's . Mao's family was
farmer, using music as their additional source of income. Today, two of
his children and one nephew are practlcmg the arts of M;ﬁoﬁ, with their

original instruments and songs sung in Khmer language.




Research was done in three specific areas, one was the cultural -
connection of this ensemble to the people and their lives in the Burirum area
which conducted in ethnomusicological approach, while the other two areas
concerned within the musicological areas of the instrumentation , acoustic
and analysis of the 11 old songs, which said to be the original for over 3

generations of mucicians in this ensemble.

Results showed this ensemble, their work , the performing of
musical arts and compositions (songs), have no any connection to the term
“Mahori” of the Central Thai Classical Music. ‘They have been so individual at -
their owns fo; a long period of time. = Measurement of acoustical instruments
were conductéd with results demonstrated by tables as well as the recording
in western notation of all original songs were completely written. Since
this ensemble is quite well known in the Souttlem Isan area, as a cultural
spot of Burirum , it is suggested that continuation of this performing art
should be preczeded with well preservation of its originallities as well as
their instruments should be repaired or to rebuild for a longer uses.
Moreover,~ the two original music artists of this ensemble 'zinre now very old over
70 , thus the Burium Cultural Center should consider the herritage of

musician and singers in the near future.
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