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- ABSTRACT

This paper was a preliminary survey of vocal quality
disorders among 3401 school children in Prathom one to Prathom
four inPhyathai area under supervision of Bangkok Metropolitan.
The purpése of this survey was to study the incidence of vocal
quality disorders among these childrenas .The related factors
and environmental factors effected vocal quality disorders
were also taken in consideration. The data were statistically
analysed in terms of sex differences and level of education.

' This present study indicated that the incidence of
vocal quality disorders among 3401 elementary school children
was 5.97%. More boys than girls exhibited vocal quality dis~
orders., There was no statistical differences of incidence
as classified by educational level. It was revealed by the
Otolaryngological examination that approximately 28% of the
134 children having laryngeal pathology or abnormal vocal ;
corde The faulty usage of voice was a prominent factor
responsible for vocal quality disorders}of children in this
groups. The tension on the neck, shouting or speaking aloud
were behaviours observed in school and at home. Crying an=
grily aloud and screaming were observed at home and in schoole.
Regards ﬁome environmental factors the location of home on
the slosh, surrounded by back ground noise, smoke and dust
were found., Children with vocal quality disorders teﬁded to

have teachers and members of family share the same charac-

teristics. The study of history of illness in children with
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vocal quality disorders indicated that chronic cold was the
mo&t common disease of all illness in this study. It was
found that only about 27% of parents awared that their |
children had vocal quality disorders prior their children
were taken as the subjects in this study. Approximately
43% of the parents did not know the causes of vocal quality
disorders in their children., However, vocal abuse, vocal
misuse and respiratory tract infections were the most com-

ments by parents in known cases.





