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Abstract

This study 1s to compare the temperament of preschool
children by their socio-economic background and up=bringing .
pattern. The subjects taken by simple random sampling consisted )
of 100 preschool children aged 3-6, 50 of them attending the
YeWleCoAe day care and another 50 Bangkok mUniéipal Health'Center :
No.19, The » temherament quéstionnaire'Fdr children 3—7‘years "
(THdmas, Chess & Korn) was applied in Thai, and pre-tested for
reiiability'(O.QBQ).: The mothers of these }DD preschool childrgn

were asked to fill the questionnaires. Data was analysed and

tested by ANOyYA and t=test.



The findings showed significant difference (p<.05) of
socio~economic background and up-bringing pattern and the mean
score of the teﬁperament dimensions in six categories. i.e.,
rhythmicity, adaptability, threshold af.responsiveness, iﬁtensity
of reaction distractability and attention span & persistence.

The preschool children whose mothers worked outside home showed
higher rhythmicity than those whose mother stayed at home (P<:.DS)4
The preschool children of mothers wi?h low level education
demonstrated longer attention span & persistence than those of
mothers with middle level education (p<.05). Preschool children
in low economic family UJ<.05). Again, preschool children in
low economip family revea;ed higher intensity of reaction than‘
those in high econbmic family (p<.05). Span & persistence of
attention was longer among children.in'extended family than in
nuclear family (p‘<;01). The children in large size family
showed better adaptability than thoée in medium si%e (p<.05),
Preschool children who had been fed every time they cried shouwed
higher distractability than those who had been fed following the
time-table., Preschool children whose care~takers were mother
were likely to have better adaptability than the ones whose care-
takers werg kins. children whose mother spent longer daily
period of time with them had lower threshold of‘responsiveness
than those of medium period. Again, children whose mother spent
.longer daily period of time with them had higher distractability
than those of short period. The type of feeding revealed no

effect on temperament,





