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ESTIMATION TIME OF DEATH FROM LARVAE OF THE FLIES
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to estimate the time of death
from the development of larvae of the flijes. Using the Pectoralis major
muscle of the fresh cadaver which has not been injected formalin from
department of Forensic Medicine, Siriraj hospital. The experiment has been
done between March and April 1986 and 1987 by leaving the Pectoralis major
muscle exposed to the flies for one hour. And followed up the changes of
larvae of the flies everyday at the some time for ten series. The largest
larva was picked up and studied day by day.

The result of the study showed three types of flies living in
the human muscle. They were Musca domestica, Crysomyia megacephala and
-Parasarcophaga. All of them bred and laid their eggs and then hatched to
larvae except Parasarcophaga which did not oviposit but larviposit. Larvae
of the three kinds of flies grew up everyday and became white prepupae on
the sventh day with different sizes. The result of the study can be applied
to estimate the time of death by adding the time that the cadaver has

decayed.





