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Abstract

Boran 1r one of the chemlcals used ln {ndustry. Desplte

strlctly prohl.bited puttl.ng ln food two years ago, it has been

for.md adulteratLon ln varlous klnds of food-stuffs. rhe reasoas

tdry bora being nlxed ls already knor.rn. sone food producers use

thls chern{ cal as a preservatlve or f or other comerclal benefits.

The sltuatlon ls threatening the coasunerse health especlally

those who llve ln Bangkok

lhe study was done durlng the perlod of June I to october

31.' L986 to elueldate exLstlug health hazard due to borax eoog

general. popuLatlon" Ttre method and procedufe lntroduced for tbe

sunrey was stnple. potetrtial health hazard lras estl.mated by the

rate of posltive boran ln the utlne.

The populatlon planned for thls study was the Bangkoklans.

Ttrey nere divlded inro two groups c 589 vegetarlans and Lr76l

troD - Vegetarians.



\, lbe urine was collected frm each subJect. Dropplug

one ml.crodrop ou freshly prepared tumerl,c paper. Ihe result

rns Lnstantly read. Red colour tndlcated posLtive. Sen{quaoti-

Eatlve values of borax Ln the url.ne cotrld be detemi.ned by com-

parlng ttre lntenslty of the colour changed

. FlrlaLly, the posltlve resuits wete 27,331l arrd, 28.52% La

the vegetar"lane and the Don-vegetssfans respectlvely. ,Ibe

flgures showed no statl,sElcally slgaLflcant dlfference (p=0.5759)

In both grorrys of dLfferent habit of consrmptlon.

fte types of food frequently eateu played the most lu-

portant part in urLne borarc. Varlous types of food prer.!.ously

found were necessary for dal.ly consurnptLon contaminated wlth'

bora* Le, beef b-a11, pork ball, chlckeo ball, flsh baIlr.

sausages, Vletnmese ml.nced poltr frLed nlnced fish wtth curry

polder, ptckled vegetables" sdlty-presenred vegetables, f-rled

bean curd, frLed bananas, frled potatoesn plckled ma.ngo, salty-

presenred mangoes, fried flour, frled buo, Jellyrcrl.spy slreets

made from fl.our, YelLow-Chlnese noodle and Wan-Tan flour were

corresponded to those wtro possessed posl.tlve urine borax glvtng

suctr tnfomatl.ons through questlonalreg.

Recornmengatloios for furthur re'earch botb determination

of borac Ln all food-stuffs and deflnlte health hazards ehould

be done urgently in order to prevent the firal population from

serlously {11 health effects.
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