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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was the assessment of communica-
tive ability of Thais by using the Thai version‘of PICA test, which
was modified according to Théi cultures and languages. Comparison of
performances of normal Thai subjects and Thai aphasic patients was
also studied.

A sample size of thirty two normal subjects was selected
randonly from Bangkok iHetronolitan as the criteria that everyone nust
be educated and has Thai as his / her languasge in daily communication.
There were forty-two aphasic patients fom various hospitals in Bangkok
letropolitan also. All of these subjects had problems of speech and
language conseéuently from the brain damage, and all of them was
selected as the same criteria as mentioned above. The data were
analyzed and presented herein :-

1. All normal subjects understood the imnstruction and
carried out the task completely with a overall meanfscore beihg 14,07 .

i
The score increased gradually as the task difficult& decreased. Their
verbal and gestural abilities were similar, with the modality mean
scores of 14.33 and 14.25 , respectively. The graphic ability was the
most difficulty one, having the poorest modality mean score of 13,54
This present study clearly indicatpd that the response levels were
statistical significantly correlated with the educational levels and
zlso ne-ative correlated with the time reguirement. This conclusion
revealed by the “inding that the higher educated one obtained the
higher score in a shorter time and the ;ower educated one did on vice

versa. Moreover, this study also found that some normal subjects
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obtained low mean scores of some subtests, which were owing to either
the carelessness or inconsistent attention of those subjects. However,
no significant correlation between subtest mean score and educationa
level was found. The mean of fime requirement for completing the
test was 26.59 & 7.21 ﬁinutes.

2. All aphasic patients who demonstrated communicative dis-
order, disnlayed a variety of impairments in speaking, gesturing and

writing; and also disnlayed a delayed response. Generally, the anhasic

i

vatients were able to gesture more efficiently than to speak; and to

<

speak more efficiently than to write, having a overall meén score of
°.7h , and the modality mean scores of gestural ability, verbal ahility
and graphic ability of 9.93 , 7.96 and 7.63 respectively. TFurthermore,
the aphasic patients also demonstrated coexisting disorders such as
dysarthria and apraxia of speech. Educational level rlayed an important
role on the resnonse level, therefore, a statistically significant

correlation hetween education level and response level was observed.

)
+

Tﬁe mean of time requirement for completing the test was 66.28 & 22.88
minutes.

3., The compnarative study of communicative abilities beéween
normal subjects and aphasic patients revealed a statistically signifi-
cant difference of subtest mean scores, modality mean scores and
overall mean score hetween these groups.

The present study clearly indicated that the Thai version of
PICA test is anplicable to the differential diagnosis of the communi-

cative abilities of aphasic patients and normal subjects and also

appraised the presenting of coexisting disorders.
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