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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative research aiming to develop a learning process of
playing Thab Limon according to the 21st-century educational management guideline and
focusing on the propagation process for the conservation and learning of playing Thab Limon,
a local ritual in Sabayoi District, Songkhla Province, in order to implement it in the
educational system and to serve the interest of the general public.

The findings reveal that Limon is a belief pertaining to a healing and didactic
ritual. Thab is used to accompany the singing until the end of the ceremony. Today, this
belief is still generally practiced in the South of Thailand although its popularity has faded due
to the accessibility of medical advances. The ritual and belief, consequently, are playing a less
dominant role. Limon bands that are still in existence comprise increasingly aging members
and are likely to soon become a thing of the past. Limon is the playing of Thab to accompany
singing. Nai Mon plays the Thab and acts as the lead singer. Chorus singers sing along until
the end of the ceremony. The Thab pattern is unique, using a set of 5 Thab instruments and
3 Thab tones: Blung, Pro, and Jong. The rhythmic patterns vary such as hitting on the
downbeat, hitting on the upbeat, syncopation and rolling. The learning process of playing
Thab Limon in Khuha Subdistrict, Sabayoi District, Songkhla Province, consists of 2 parts:
Part lis related to the study of the knowledge about Limon based on a field experience
focusing on taking the learners to the community, collecting the data, making an analysis,
processing the knowledge and reflecting the problems in group presentations; and Part 2 is
related to the practical skill of playing Thab Limon through Thab Limon practice exercises
developed with a focus on enabling the learning to understand how to read western musical
notation. The practice of playing Thab Limon using the exercises designed based on the
separation of the distinctive and complex rhythmic patterns of Thab Limon and the repetition
of the practice creates the basic understanding and skill of playing Thab. However, since
Thab Limon is a musical accompaniment of a ritual, Thab Norah, having similar features to
Thab Limon, is recommended to be used instead in the learning process to conserve the
symbolic representation of the local belief and ritual music. In addition, the learning package
emphasizes project-based learning and promotes group work, independent learning, and
evaluation through public presentations. Interviews with the learners reveal that as Limon is
an artistic expression of literature, singing and music, it should be promoted and integrated
into the activities of the “Teach Less, Learn More” policy, with the teachers as advisors, and
connected to the learning in the local government sector in order to make the development of
the process acceptable at a broader level.
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