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SOCIAL SUFFERING AMONG SUGARCANE FARMERS FROM CHEMICAL
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this case study research were 1) to study the social suffering
among sugarcane farmers from chemical usage, 2) to study the factors related to the use of
chemicals by sugarcane farmers, and 3) to study selection of new alternatives instead of
chemical usage by sugarcane farmers. This qualitative research collected data by in-depth
interviews and focus group discussions concerning the use of agricultural chemicals with a
total of 30 key informants who were sugarcane farmers from the Northeastern region of Loei
province, Thailand and have been affected both physically and mentally in the health,
economic social and environmental dimensions.

The study found that the main problem of the root cause was the "debt" that was
growing. From the current social situation, especially among sugarcane farmers, the impact of
the social suffering was pronounced. 1) For physical dimension, farmers’ suffering could be
seen from the phenomena of disease, illness, loneliness and depression. 2) Mental dimension
showed the farmers were tired. The factors that make sugarcane farmers still need chemicals
for agriculture were: 1) the government continues to encourage the use of chemicals because
of (A) government policies, such as expanding the area, zoning, agricultural registration,
farmer registration and welfare fund lending, and (B) Monopoly and placing assets up of
collateral such as renting space, and 2) private sector creates incentives for farmers to use
chemicals continuously. Motivation came from many factors, such as from propaganda, the
advice of neighbors, purchase price Selling conditions and own experience.

For alternative ways, most of the sugarcane farmers wanted to live sufficiently
without using chemicals in their farms. They wanted to grow crops using monoculture farming
system that will help them earn enough money without debt, self-sufficiency farming system
and mixed farming system in order to have a stable life with a family with sufficient income.

KEY WORDS: CHEMICAL USAGE /DEBT / SOCIAL SUFFERING/
SUGARCANE FARMERS.
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