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ABSTRACT

This mixed-method research studied the geotourism potential of Tako Pid
Thong as a geological conservation site, the tourists’ opinions on the interest and
development patterns, and to find guidelines of developing and managing it as a
sustainable geotourism site. The instruments used consisted of 1) Assessing the potential
of geotourism for both academic value and the potential for development and
management, using geotourism potential assessment form. 2) Surveying the tourists’
opinions on the interest and development patterns of geotourism in Tako Pid Thong mine,
using questionnaires, and 3) an In-depth interview with stakeholders on the guidelines for
the development and management of the mine. The result of the assessment indicated
that the site had high potential for academic value but moderate potential for
development and management. The result of the surveys on tourists’ interests in
geotourism at the mine indicated that tourists were highly interested in visiting and the
guidelines for development and management as a sustainable geotourism site should be
started with community participation, the local authorities in the area, and the needs of
tourists be considered. More facilities are required to be built within the tourist attraction,
any activities to be harmonious with nature and have the least negative impact on the
environment. A pattern for the development could be divided into 3 zones: indoor
exhibition, outcrop study area and other activity zones. A souvenir shop should promote
products from the community in order to support the local economy. However, awareness
should be raised for the local residents and those neighboring areas to understand the
importance of geological resources which would in turn lead to sustainable development.
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