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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to compare the Master’s Degree 

curricula in music education offered in Thailand, and; 2) to study the characteristics of 

each of 8 selected Master’s Degree curricula in Music Education in Thailand. This 

qualitative study applies comparative research methodology to a content analysis of 

the Thailand Qualification Framework No.2 (TQF2) for these curricula, using 

Bereday’s comparative methods in education theory (1964).

The results of this study show that firstly, the purposes of the selected 

Master’s Degree curricula in Music Education were all similar: to produce music 

teachers, lecturers, researchers and scholars. However, all of these programs had 

different curriculum structures, and only 2 of 8, (Chulalongkorn University and 

Buriram Rajabhat University), actually specified Music Education as a major.

Secondly, the identity of each Master’s Degree program varied as a result of their 

respective curriculum structures and credit proportions, which, in turn affects the 

professional knowledge and ability of their graduates. 

This study provides useful comparative information for those who are 

interested in music education curricula, and may be useful as a guideline to improve or 

develop music education curricula in the future.
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