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ABSTRACT

This research studied the construction of the Code of Ethics of the Dental
Profession and analysed the current practice, which aimed to shape the definition of how it has
been developed and utilised for the benefit of the citizens. The research adopted qualitative
method, which included documentary research and in-depth interview of key informants using
the approach of Discourse Analysis by Michel Foucault.

The result suggests that the formation of the Code of Ethics was due to the
introduction of modern medicine had to transformed the folk medicine into the part of
professional medical system for the whole country, which was subjected to the Discourse of
medical science. The transforming of traditional medicine led to two characteristics of ethics:
1) “Professional ethics” concerns medical knowledge guiding medical professionals in terms
of symptoms, diagnosis, and medication. Bioethics has also been included, which discusses
practices on human and other living things. 2) “Traditional ethics” intends to organise folk
medicine, which is based on the modern medical discourse in forms of regulations through
legislative procedures to meet the purpose of professional medical collectivisation. In the past,
it was focused on controlling "quack doctor" who performed medical procedures without
being registered to obtain practitioner licence. Nonetheless, this depends on the nonfeasance of
hospital owner allowing unregistered person to perform dental services.

The practice of traditional ethics of ethical code aims to achieve professional
stability, emphasising the identity of profession to be honourable and reliable, reducing
competitiveness among dentists under the control of dental service market from professional

institution while overlooking the unequal relationship between patients and dentists.

KEY WORDS: ETHICAL CODE/ DENTAL ETHICS/ MODERN MEDICAL DISCOURSE/
IDENTITY OF PROFESSION/ MEDICAL AUTONOMY
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