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BEING A LOSER IN EDUCATION SYSTEM: AUTOETHNOGRAPHY ON
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study lessons through contemplating on the
researcher’s life path as a loser in education system and to analyze social factors that
caused this loser’s identity using autoethnography methodology which is a narrative
inquiry research approach. The researcher narrated his own life story chronologically
from his middle school to postgraduate and then analyzed all the data using thematic
analysis method. The researcher found that his loser’s identity originated from
3 factors working in cycle which are: social factors, meaning construction process,
and interaction with the world. These factors enhanced the researcher’s loser’s
identity by grasping the myths and discourses to self without awareness and then
struggling from it. However, loser’s identity can be lessened by confronting life’s
issues directly, cultivating self-awareness, and having community of practice.
Contemplating on researcher’s life path as a loser in education system helped the
researcher to generate new meaning of education, ideal of life, as well as success and

failure.
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