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THE STUDY OF CHILDREN TELEVISION PROGRAM FORMAT AND
CONTENT TO PROMOTE CHILDREN’S MORAL DEVELOPMENT FOR EARLY
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to examine the needs and suitable television programs for 3-
6 year old children. The study was based on data which were collected by in-depth
interviews with child development experts and mass communication experts. Focus group
was also done with guardians of 3-6 year old children. The study got data in the areas of
perception of the children’s television programs situation, formats, contents, elements and
presentation techniques which are suitable for promoting moral development of 3-6 year old
children. It was carried out in order to seek guidelines for the early childhood's television
programs production. This study has comprehended the relationship between moral
development of 3-6 year old children, children’s television program situations, production
processes and needs of children’s television programs which is relevant to develop
television programs for promoting moral development of 3-6 year old children.

The study found that in order to produce effective children’s television
programs for promoting moral development of 3-6 year old children, the program
must emphasize on children’s learning achievement, and must be created by using the
benefit of television attribute together with proper contents in accordance with a great
deal of understanding of children development. The findings suggested that television
programs suitable for 3-6 year old children be edutainment format which presents in a
straightforward way. The program contents should be short-form stories that are relevant to
the everyday life of young children. The programs should allow them to learn basic
morality as a foundation for higher stages of moral development. The program length
and presenters or characters as well as audio and visual elements and techniques
should accord with young children’s interests and attention span. Moreover, this study
pointed out that the development of children’s television programs based on
interdisciplinary research and the distribution of the programs on to multiple platforms
would enhance the benefits of the use of media for child development.

KEY WORDS: TV PROGRAM PRODUCTION / CHILDREN’S PROGRAM /
EARLY CHILDHOOD/ MORAL DEVELOPMENT
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