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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research study was to investigate the conditions, problems,
and needs of teaching and learning Thai music, as well as offering useful suggestions to suit
Thai music leaners’ needs in four provincesin the upper northern region of Thailand.The study
employed qualitative research methodology.Results of the study revealed that there were four
structures of Thai music teaching and learning according to the schools’ curricula, i.e. Thai
music as a foundation course, Thai music as an elective course, Thai music as students’
activities of interest, and Thai music as extra course of the Moderate Class, More Knowledge
scheme. It was also found that different schools offered Thai music courses differently, based
on students’ readiness. Common problems found included fewer Thai music classes, and some
students paid less attention and were not motivated in Thai music classes. As far as Thai music
teachers were concerned, they were really loaded with teaching and non-teaching work that
they could not commit themselves to Thai music teaching. In some schools, there were no
Thai music teachers at all. Additionally, certain schools lacked budget for procuring and
maintaining Thai music instruments. Also, some parents and teachers took negative attitudes
to Thai music learning, saying it worsened students’ learning performance,thus Thai music
teaching and learning was not being recognized academically.Regarding the needs for Thai
music teaching and learning, it was found that more Thai music classes andThai music
teachers are desperately needed. Moreover, students are expected to be more attentive and
determined in learning traditional Thai music. Schools should also support Thai music
teaching and learning academically and financially. Results also revealed that parent and
student attitudes should be assimilated. Local Thai music teachers should receive sufficient
self development opportunity andteaching strategies to address student’s needs should be
adaptedto develop desired characteristics. Local Thai music teacher networks, and
teachingknowledge exchange and collaboration activities among students should be implemented.
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