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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study aimed to 1) investigate the concept towards the formation of the
policy of the local government under the self-governing province concept of Thailand, 2) study and
compare the formation of the policy for the local government under the self-governing province at the
regional level, and 3) study the driving forms of the policy of the local government under the self-
governing province of Chiang Mai province respectively. The main informants of the study were the
academicians, the policy-driving leaders, and the issue-dimension network groups. The purposive
sampling technique was used in recruiting the samples while the documents, the in-depth interviews,
and the focus group were utilized in data collection.

It was revealed that the concept towards the formation of the policy of the local
government under the self-governing province concept comprised of 3 main groups: the civil servants in
the governing sector, the civil sector, and the academicians respectively. The civil servants in the
governing sector and those in the civil sector had different opinions and obviously argued with each
other and competed in terms of the policy with the advocated reasons as shown in the data. For this, the
people in the governing sector still relied on the reasons in arguing for the corresponding issues with the
driving period of the provincial governor election.

Chiang Mai is regarded as the initiating point of the aforementioned policy with the
leading core, the NGO (Non-government Organizations) groups. This leads the people in the civil sector
to play roles in driving the policy in several provinces such as Ubon Ratchathani, Rayong, and Chiang
Mai provinces respectively. Nonetheless, the problem on the corresponding policies arised from that
and the focus is on the conflicting problem in the areas, the budget problem, and the inefficiency of the
problem-solving respectively.

The driving of the policy of the local government under the self-governing province
concept of Chiang Mai province is the driving process focusing on the creation of the self-governing
province concept which spreads out in wider space as well as the creation of the advocate groups in
driving the policy in order to push forward in the determination of the policy. This commenced in
2008 among the political conflicts at the national level with the NGOs as the leading groups which did
not relate to the provincial governor election issue group in 1991 which asked for policy driving of the
decentralization in the early period . The policy-driving process was conducted through seminars, and
social communications via various media with the monetary supports from several sectors. The driving
of such policy occurred among the political conflicts as well as the arguments from the disagreeing
groups. However, the drafting of the Chiang Mai Act for consideration could be achieved until its role
was deduced due to the coup d’etat in 2014.
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