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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at developing the human security concept;
defining the concept and finding guidelines to strengthen human security in the
southern border provinces. Qualitative research was employed with two groups of
informants in two field researches. In the first field research, there were 150
informants residing in the provinces of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. The second field
research, among 46 informants, in which there were 17 Thai-Buddhists and 29 Thai-
Muslims who also resided in the provinces of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.

The results revealed that individuals and the community were the reference
targets of human security in the southern border provinces. There were three core
values, which involved safety of life and property, peace and good quality of life.
Eight threats against human security were found in the southern border provinces;
which were media, poverty, narcotics, trafficking influential groups, politics, the
process of distorting religious teaching, the local people and the state. Two dimensions
were also found in creating human security; which were the state dimension
containing protection, empowerment, the improvement of the local administration
process and the development and the improvement of developing the process based on
the local context for development. The civilian dimension involved activity
involvement, news- report involvement and self-protection involvement.

Recommendations from this study were that local units should develop the
community safety system through co-planning with the community in order to
strengthen the safety network based on the involvement of people in the community.
Also, there should be studies on the advantages and limitations in enforcing special
laws in the southern border provinces where they would impact on the rights and
liberty of the local people.
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