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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the move frequencies and
sequences in introduction sections of cell biology research article, 2) to investigate the move
frequencies and sequences in introduction sections of laboratory animal research article, 3) to
examine the language use in terms of sentence types, tenses, and voices in introduction sections
of cell biology research article, 4) to examine the language use in terms of sentence types,
tenses, and voices in introduction sections of laboratory animal research article, 5) to compare
and contrast the move frequencies and sequences between introduction sections of cell biology
and laboratory animal research articles, and 6) to compare and contrast the language use in
terms of sentence types, tenses, and voices between introduction sections of cell biology and
laboratory animal research articles. The framework used in this study was CARs model (Swales,
2004).

This study covered 30 introduction sections of cell biology and 30 introduction
sections of laboratory animal research articles collected from two reputable journals: Nature
Reviews Molecular Cell Biology, and Transboundary and Emerging Diseases for laboratory
animal during 2013-2016 by random sampling method. The entire collection of 60 introduction
sections were depended on the value of impact factor, quartile, and Beall’s list in Journal
Citation Reports. There were three steps of collecting data of move: 1) move investigation, 2)
the inter-rater reliability measurement by using Fleiss’ kappa statistics, and 3) comparison of
two fields of research article introduction section.

The findings indicated that there were eight move-steps in cell biology introduction
sections, and 11 move-steps in laboratory animal introduction sections which indicated that the
highest frequency of move-step occurrence was a topic generalization (M1S1). The move
sequences were found in five move patterns in cell biology introduction sections and four move
patterns in laboratory animal introduction sections which revealed that both fields consisted of a
topic generalization (M1S1) in every sequence of their pattern, and the study also presented that
it was almost entire of introduction sections followed three main moves of CARs model
(Swales, 2004) though some steps such as an adding to what is known (M2S1B), a definitional
clarification (M3S3), and an outline (M3S7) were missing. Finally, there were three issues of
the highest frequency of language use: simple sentence, present simple tense, and active voice
occurred in both introduction sections of cell biology and laboratory animal research articles.
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