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ABSTRACT

Education is one of the most important methods to build the Thai people’s
mindset toward Sustainable Development (SD). The co-production approach is a way of
improving public services, including Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). The
study employed qualitative research techniques and aimed to investigate the implementation
and co-production of ESD. Moreover, it explored and synthesized the implementation
characteristics of the co-production of ESD in Thailand. The research found twelve correlated
indicators from the literature that link SD, ESD and co-production practices. They were
categorized into input, process and output portions of the cycle of implementing and co-
producing ESD. The indicators were examined within the context of the case studies of
Bansankong School, Banthayae School and Bantungrakchaipat School. The researcher
conducted in-depth interviews with stakeholders, who included representatives from the
school administration, families and communities, local authorities, other relevant institutions
and volunteers. The research showed that co-production happens at the individual and the
more collective level in the case study schools. Most of them were the co-deliverers of
professionally designed services or ESD. The results showed that factors in the process portion
of the cycle of implementing and co-producing ESD tend to be more significant: these were
cultural adaptation, community engagement, IT and media usage and the contingency
approach. The factors in the input portion, namely interdependence, self-reliance and self-
efficiency of the population and leadership, and the factor of mutual benefits in the output
portion, also proved significant. In the third case, Bantungrakchaipat School, self-reliance and
self-efficiency of the population is shifted into the output portion of the cycle. Meanwhile, the
other five factors — democratic participation, equitability, goal of sustainable future,
interdisciplinary approaches, and collaborative approach and partnership — appear to be non-
significant.
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