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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying qualitatively the use of hedging expressions in
the announcements of the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) during their
caretaker government status. The data used were announcements issued by the NCPO from the
first date of their coup on May 22", and became the caretaker government, until the last date
of such status before being appointed as the interim government on August 24", 2014. The
interim status lasted for 94 days and consisted of 122 announcement issues in total. The notion
of Maxim Hedge, namely Hedging of the Maxim, of George Yule’s (1996) was applied in this
research. The objectives of this research are to investigate hedging strategies then classify
hedging words according to their grammatical features, and find the frequencies.

According to the results, it is found that the NCPO hedged regarding to Quality,
Quantity, and Manner Maxim with variety of different hedging strategies; for examples, using
subject impersonality, modalities, hypotheses upon benefits for convincing, referring to laws
including providing indefinite information. For grammatical features, it is also found plenty of
word choices and phrases such as nouns, verbs, auxiliary verbs, and adverbs. Additionally, the
study reveals that the average frequency of hedging strategies in accordance with the notion of
Yule’s tend to occur in 13 times per issue and 1.588% of those found according to their

grammatical features from all word counts in the announcements.
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