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ABSTRACT

The first objective of this qualitative research was to study the context of
songs and music in Thai Musicals. The second objective was to study song’s specific
attributes, function of song in musicals, and melodic economy by using the standard
music theory and field work. Data were collected through documentary and interviews
with Thai musicals composers. The song in “Kang Lang Pab The Musicals” which
was developed to American musicals as “Waterfall the musicals” was selected for
second objective to the study in this research. The results indicated that Thai Musicals
shown in 2001-2016 had 30 shows. All of that musicals were composed by 11
companies. There were 3 types of Thai musicals; Normal Musicals, Sung-through
Musicals, and Jukebox Musicals. Many stories influenced on various musicals’s songs
in Thai musicals. The musicals contained tree elements; the book, the music, the
lyrics. The songs as the music were the most important element in musical pieces.
Through musicals’s song compositions, the composer must consider books, characters,
actor and old song which will be used in that story. In analyzing musicals’s song, it
was found that the result conformed to hypothesis. Most of the songs in Kang Lang
Pab The Musicals had the specific attributes which showed the unity. The unity is
combination of material and motif which has common ancestors. But, the composition
of musicals’s song does not need the unity in through all the time. The thing is the
considering function of song when you compose musical’s song will make your
musicals better. If your song can deliver all story’s message to audience and make the
flow to the audience when the show is going on to the end of the show, that means you
have composed the best song of your musicals ever.

KEY WORDS: MUSICALS/ THAI MUSICALS/ COMPOSITION/
MUSICALS’S SONG/ MUSICALS THEATRE
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