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ABSTRACT 
 The purpose of this study was to examine palliative care competencies of
community nurses working in primary care units. The sample included registered nurses 
working in primary care units in the Ministry of Public Health in Thailand. Based on 
McCormick & Ilgen’s job performance concept (1985), a set of questionnaires was used for 
data collection by post mailing. Data analysis was performed using Descriptive statistics,     
Chi square test, Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient, and Stepwise multiple 
regression analysis.
 The results revealed that the overall palliative care competencies of the 
community nurses  in primary care units was at a high level. While, the clinical competence 
was at a moderate level. The variables that significantly correlated with palliative care 
competencies of community nurses in primary care units were ; personal factors including 
education (p - value = 0.013) ; situation factors were methods of work in the community, 
policy of the organization, social environment, training, design of work equipment, condition 
of equipment, work space and  arrangement, the number of palliative care case , including            
co-worker relationship (p - value < 0.05). In addition, methods of work in the community, 
policy of the organization, training, condition of equipment, and co-worker relationship 
altogether could predict  28.5% of  the  palliative care competencies of nurses in primary care 
units.
  Recommendations from this study included educational support at a graduate 
level for nurses working in primary care units. Other supporting competencies of palliative 
care nurses in the primary care unit, such as providing practice guidelines, good condition 
equipment for palliative care, opportunity for palliative care training and the promoting of a 
good interdisciplinary team work should be developed. In addition, a health policy supporting 
palliative care in the community should be promoted both at local administration level and 
national level. 
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