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ABSTRACT

The elimination of corporal punishment in school is a global effort.
Previous studies have shown that corporal punishment has continued to be used in
schools despite the legal ban in many countries including Thailand, where the legal
ban of corporal punishment in school was introduced in 2000. This qualitative study
aimed to examine the teachers’ understanding and practice of school discipline.
Documentary research and in-depth interviews were conducted in order to understand
the current disciplinary practices and the reasons as to why such practices are used in
schools. Nineteen teachers from two Bangkok high schools were interviewed in this
study. This study found that there were institutional and cultural shortfalls which
contributed to the persistent use of corporal punishment. In the light of such shortfalls,
many teachers resorted to pragmatism in their selection of disciplinary methods.
Nonetheless, this study established that teachers were using various forms of non-
violent disciplinary methods, and that there were institutional and personal efforts to
reduce corporal punishment in schools. Therefore, this study suggests that corporal
punishment should be further reduced with additional institutional support both at the

school level and at the national level.
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