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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the transmission of the ideology of Thai state and the
concepts and principles of human rights through civic education textbooks of
B.E.2544 and 2551 curriculum, using gqualitative research methods. Data sources
included textbooks, curriculum documents and interviews with authors and publishers
of textbooks. The study has found that human rights concept has been introduced in
the civic education textbooks since B.E.2544 and has continued to evolve. However,
the presentation of human rights’ principles and knowledge in the textbooks has been
formalistic and thus, unabled to convey the importance of human rights. In addition,
the study found that the contents of textbooks, the authors as well as the textbook
development and approval process have continued to be under the influence of and
control by the ideology of Thai state, which is not always in line with human rights.
Despite the marketization of textbooks, the level of focus on human rights concept and
knowledge in the textbooks still varied, depending on the interest of Thai state at
different times. It was found that textbooks produced under the revised curriculum of
B.E.2551 contained more conservative ideology than in the previous curriculum. The
trend becomes clearer in the civic education textbooks produced under the period of
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) in B.E.2557 in which contents relating
to principles and knowledge of human rights in the civic education textbooks have

dramatically been reduced.
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