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ABSTRACT

This study was a cruss-sectional analytical study with objectives of assessing
the dental caries status, socio-demographic factors, oral health literacy of caregivers and
oral health care behavior. Factors associated with early childhood caries (ECC) among
children aged 0-3 years were also examined using structured guestionnaires constructed
based on WHO questionnaire to collect data from caregivers who were parents or
relatives. A multistage cluster sampling was used to draw a sample of 262 caregivers
having children aged 0-3 years. A face to face interview with the structured questionnaire
was used. The results showed that most of the caregivers were female parents aged 20-29
years, bachelor degree, income more than 11,000 baht per month and having one child in
their families, most of caregivers had low level of oral health literacy had the lowest level
of media literacy. The significant facturs associated to dental caries status were socio-
demographic factors (except caregiver’s sex), oral health literacy and oral health behavior.
Adjusting for other factors, overall oral health literacy remained significantly associated
with dental caries status (Adj.OR=38.66, 95% Cl= 11.11-134.44). Children taken care of
by caregivers who had poor oral health literacy were about 39 times more likely to have

than those who were with caregivers having good literacy.
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