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ABSTRACT
The main objective of this study was to advance the understanding of post-conflict 

generations’ realities with regard to the design of transitional justice mechanisms and efforts of 
collective remembrance in the aftermath of mass atrocities. 

The study aimed to include voices of the Cambodian youth into the academic discourse, 
and was therefore designed in terms of a constructivist grounded theory. Hence, the field was 
approached only through an initial interest in the question of why individual Cambodian students 
respond differently to transitional justice mechanisms, such as the so-called Khmer Rouge Tribunal, 
and without a hypothesis. In order to provide the scope, the (auto-) genocide, as well as approaches 
to transitional justice and debates around remembrance in Cambodia were discussed. Within this 
framework, the data brought into light four obstacles to remembrance. In addition, various mixed 
signals around remembrance were revealed as closely connected to the obstacles. Lastly, the data 
unfolded that the Cambodian youth were aware of a contested collective remembrance that was used 
by the current government as a strategy to gain political leverage. Taking such findings into account 
the study argued that the Cambodian youth were refusing the recent form of top down remembrance, 
as practiced by the government and taught in schools, in favor of a bottom up construction of 
collective remembrance. Such a construction is negotiated by means that are inclusive, 
acknowledging rights-holding, and which are open to questioning. The main findings of the thesis 
were established on the basis of an inductive and qualitative, three-stage process of semi-structured 
interviews among (n=20) respondents. The convenience sample included Cambodian university 
students and young professionals between 18 and 26 years of age, who were based in Phnom Penh 
during the research. The interviews were recorded and digital transcripts were analyzed based on 
grounded theory methods. 

This study showed that acts of indifference among the Cambodian youth towards the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal were not only expressions of their rejection of national constructions of 
remembrance, but also their refusal to acknowledge international constructions in the form of 
transitional justice mechanisms.

KEY WORDS:  TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE / REMEMBRANCE / KHMER ROUGE / POST-
CONFLICT YOUTH / EXTRAORDINARY CHAMBERS IN THE COURTS OF 
CAMBODIA (ECCC)

85 pages

HESIS ADVISORY COOMMMMITITTTEE : MATTTHEHEW MUULLLLENEN,, Ph.D., MICHAEL GE
AYES, Ph.D.

ABABSTRAACTCT
TThee mamainin objbjececttive of this stuuddy was to advanancece thehe uundndersttanandid ng of 

nerationonss’ rreaealilititieses wwitithh regard to the dedesigngn of transitional jjusustiticece mmecechaaninisms s a
lectiiveve remmemembrb anancce in the aftermath ofof masass atrocities.

The sstutudy aimed to include vvoioiceces s ofof the Cambodian youuthth into the accadadem
d wawas thereforre e designed in termms s ofof a cononststruructc ivist grounded theheory. Hencece,, t
proaoachedd onlyy tthrough an initial iintntereresest t inin tthehe qqueuestion of why inddivividual Cambmbod
ponond didiffffererenently to transitional juuststicicee memechchananisismsms, ssuch as the so-callleed KKhmhmer RRoou
d wiw thouut t a hyyppothesis. In ordderer ttoo prprovovidide ththee scscopope,e, tthehe (auto-) genooccided ,, aas well a
traannsitional juusttice and debatees arrououndnd rremmemembrbranance in Cambodia wwere discussseed
mewework, the ddatata a brought intoto lligghtht fouour obobststacaclel s toto remembrancece.. In addition,n, v
nalss ara ouundnd rremmemembrance weere e reevevealalede  as clclooselely y connected too tthhe obstacless. La
foldeed d ththatat tthehe CaC mbmbodo ian yoututh h wew rere awawarare e ofof aa conntested colleectctivive e reememembmbrarance t
the cururrerent ggovoverernmnmenentt asa  a strattegegy y too gaiain popolilititiccal leveragege.. TaTakikingng ssucuch fifinndings
study arrguguedd tthhat t ththee CaCambmbodo ian yoyoututh h wwerere rereffusing thehe rrececenent t foformrm of totop p down re
practiced bby y ththee ggovevernrnmmentnt aandnd ttauaughghtt inin sschchoooolsls, in ffavavoror oof f a bobottttom up co
lective rememmbrbranncece. SuSuchch aa constructioonn isis nnegegototiaiatetedd byby mmeans that ar

knowledging rightsts--hoholdldining,g, aandnd wwhihichch aaree oopepen n toto qqueeststiioningng.. ThThe main findings
re established on the babasisis s ofof aan ininducttivive anandd qualliitatativive,e, tthrhree-stage process of sem
erviews among (n=20) respondedentntss. TThehe ccononveveninience sample included Cambodia

Copyright by Mahidol University


