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NEEDS AND THE UNMET NEEDS OF STUDENTS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES IN HIGHER
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this survey research was to study the needs and the unmet
needs of students with physical disabilities in higher educational institutions in
Thailand, and to compare the needs with personal factors such as gender, age, monthly
income/expenses and the type of physical disability. One hundred and eighty- nine
(189) students with physical disabilities selected through stratified random sampling
made up the sample populaion of the study. Data were collected by questionnaires
and analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.The hypothesis
was nonparametric statistic by Mann-Whitney U, and Kruskal-Wallis.

The results found that students with physical disabilities in the higher
educational institutions in Thailand were classified based on psychological needs,
social needs and physical needs. M ostof the studentswith physical disabilities
expected the staff to have appropriate attitude towards persons with disabilities,
this was considered an unmet need with 70.3 percent. The social needs, management
educational policy for needs, most of the participants considered this as belonging the
group of unmet needs (41.0 percent). The physical needs and the universal design of
ramps in the higer educational institutions fell under unmet needs with 43.0 percent
and it was found that there was no significant difference when needs were compared
with personal factors such as gender, age, monthly income/expenses and the type of
physical disability both as whole/ overall and individual aspects.

KEY WORDS : NEEDS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES/ UNMET NEEDS
OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES/STUDENTS WITH
PHYSICAL DISABILITIES
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