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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the phonology of a Khmer dialect which is
spoken at Takhian Ram sub-district, Phu Sing district, Si Sa Ket province, and to
compare its phonemes with other 4 Khmer dialects from previous research by using
the synchronic comparison approach. This study used 2000 basic words for the fieldwork to
collect data from 4 informants. The Phonemics theory (Pike, 1947) is used as the theoretical
framework of this study to analyze language on 4 levels of the phonological hierarchy: phoneme,
syllable, phonological word and intonation group.

The study showed that phonemes of a Khmer dialect at Takhian Ram
consist of 17 consonants, of which all can be initials, clusters exist in /CC-/ and
/CCC-/ syllable structures, and only 13 of these consonants can be finals. There were
28 vowel phonemes consisting of 12 short and 12 long monophthongs, 3 short
diphthongs and 1 long diphthong. There is no register in this Khmer dialect. Syllables
can be separated into major syllables and minor syllables, and the basic structure is
CV. Stress in this dialect is non-phonemic; there are primary stress, secondary stress
and unstressed syllables. The Khmer words of this dialect were monosyllable and
disyllable words, polysyllable words were compound and borrowed words from other
languages. This Khmer dialect is not a tonal language, which has pitch in phonetic
transcription and has 2 types of intonation: rising and falling. The Takhian Ram dialect
is the dialect representative of Si Sa Ket and can be compared with other dialects from
Surin, Buri Ram, Chanthaburi and Chachoengsao. The study showed that in each
dialect there are some different numbers of consonant phonemes, which is based on
scholars’ interpretations of the aspiration of initials but the phoneme features were not
different. The comparison showed that the Si Sa Ket dialect has the least vowel
phonemes of all the dialects, and is more related to Surin and Buri Ram dialects than
Chanthaburi and Chachoengsao dialects.
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