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SOCIAL MOVEMENTS UNDER DICTATORSHIP : A CASE STUDY OF THE
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ABSTRACT

This thesis researched the dynamic strategic struggle of the social
movement and the political factors affecting the Kon Rak Ban Kerd Group. This
villager yroup opposed the mining concession which operated in Loei province from
2007. The research methodology comprised the analysis of qualitative measures
which consisted of documentary research, the in-depth interview, and the participant
observation. The thesis detected that the progress of the Kon Rak Ban Kerd Group’s
social movement was developed by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) who
were participating in their movement. As a result, the villager’s movement altered the
strategic movement which operated within their areas. They had established an
outside-networking group and utilized a local government as a tool in order to sharpen
their strategic movement. With regard to the other factors, the thesis founds that after
the coup of 2014, there were four external political factors which affected the villages’
strategic movement; 1) The State Policies which seized natural resources and violated
community rights, especially the policies and laws related to mine resources. 2) The
preventative measures absolutely prohibited people to exercise their political rights
after the 2014 coup, which State imposed through the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO). These announcements, orders and legislations aimed to manipulate
public assembly. 3) The rights mechanism and public participation process were
dramatically restricted, and 4) the anti-social movement yroup, in particular mining
companies who obtained the mining concession, were continually working in
partnership with the government. In addition, according to the political opportunity
structure operated after the 2014 coup, the author pointed out that its impact directly
resulted in the Kon Rak Ban Kerd Group’s social movement. The villagers varied in
their strategic movement pattern from campaign-only on each natural resources issue,
to extending their political space into the State Policy. As a result, their problems
could be considered and solved by implementing the new mining policies.
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