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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at comparing life assets between pregnant teenagers and
non-pregnant teenagers, and at studying the relationship between basic factors and
teenage pregnancy. The sample group involved female teenagers aged between 12-19
years, which were divided into 2 groups: Case Group, which included 86 pregnant
teenagers who have received the antenatal care service at the Teenage Antenatal Care
Unit of Siriraj Hospital; and Control Group, which included the teenagers who were
not and have never been pregnant, and were studying at any educational institute near
Siriraj Hospital. The Control Group was matched with the Case Group for a total of
172 teenagers. The research instruments were the questionnaires regarding general
information and life assets inventory developed by Suriyadeo Tripathi.

The result showed that the life assets scores of the Control Group were
higher than those of the Case Group at a significance level of .05. For different aspects
of both groups, it was found that the Control Group obtained higher percentage in 16
items. In addition, the Case Group could not meet the assessment criteria of 21 items,
which indicated that they are a risk group. The factors affecting teenage pregnancy at a
significance level of .05 included the life assets, learning achievement, level of
education, mother having the first child at an age less than 20 years, family member
having the first child at an age less than 20 years, main guardian, father’s level of
education, mother’s occupation, family income, parents’ relationship, family warmth,
and smoking. The results showed that the teenagers’ positive powers have become
weak, and they need the urgent and comprehensive assistance, which can lead to the
preventive measures for teenage pregnancy as well as prevention of specific risks in
high-risk groups, and the enforcement for preventive factors in general teenagers.
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