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ABSTRACT

Using chord-melody style in a jazz band without another chordal 

instrument is a crucial technique in playing jazz guitar. Since the guitar has more 

technical limitations and less freedom than the piano, guitarists, therefore, are required 

to have sufficient knowledge on harmony and improvisation in order to master this 

technique. However, literature on this topic is still limited, especially the study on 

guitar. Thus, this thematic paper aims to explore and analyze guitar chords-melody 

playing in depth and detail. 

The central theme of this study is the comparison between traditional and 

modern styles of chord-melody performance, which are prevalent in today’s jazz 

music. It demonstrates commonalities as well as differences between these two styles 

in the four selected tunes. The study findings and conclusion will help guitarists 

develop their own chord-melody approach and deliver finer performances.
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