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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze and compare full pronouns and zero pronouns
focusing on forms and discourse functions that serve as cohesive devices in narrative
discourse in Southeast Asian languages by using the theoretical framework of Systemic
Functional Grammar. The research data were taken from secondary sources of three
languages: Tai Dam, Kmhmu, and lu-Mienh, for a total of fifteen stories.

The results reveal that full pronouns and zero pronouns of the three language
families share some linguistic properties of ‘pro-drop’ in both similar and contrasting
ways. For example, full pronouns in Tai Dam and lu-Mienh display no agreement in
number and gender, whereas full pronouns in Kmhmu have a singular, dual and plural
distinction in gender differentiation in third person forms when referring to a noun or a
noun group in narrative discourse. As for discourse functions of pronouns in narrative
discourse, it was found that both full pronouns and zero pronouns function as a cohesive
device in terms of substitution and ellipsis referents in narrative discourse. The main
functions of the third person pronouns are used to 1) maintain a previous discourse referent
or reiterate the antecedent referent at text discontinuities and 2) to highlight a participant
through emphasis. It was also found that zero pronouns will occur immediately after their

full forms to track an active participant in narrative discourse.
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