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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research involved the phenomenological study of the 

ethnomusicology. The objective of this study was to understand the interpretation of the experience 

gained from participating in the Day Care musical activity of the musicians and the elderlies.  

The data were collected in one year by participant observation and formal and informal interview 

in order to obtain in-depth details from the informants who were two musicians and three elderlies. 
Analyzing the result of musical activity as a culture according to Alan P. Merriam’s 

ethnomusicology together with Kenneth Burke’s Pentad theory as a framework and studying the 

interpretation of the experience using Edmund Husserl’s phenomenology, the result showed that 

the musicians and the elderly similarly interpreted the experience as the area of opportunity. 

Music performance was an important symbol of the elderlies care. Music is the tool bringing 

people to participate in the activity which leads to the interaction and social participation of the 

elderlies. Moreover, the music allows the elderlies to be entertained and able to fulfill the need of 

the body in physical, mental, and social rehabilitation. The real participation through the real value 

of the activity is the important reason that the Day Care musical activity is successful and 

constantly proceeded.
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