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ABSTRACT

Local cultures are social tools to facilitate the harmonious existence of
man and environment. But today, the globalization process intensely reduced cultural
diversity and impacts on harmonious man-environment co-existence. This study
investigated the current situation of cultures in communities with high risks of cultural
losses and clashes and devised a learning tool to reduce the risks, especially among
youths. The purposes of the study were to assess the cultural diversity respect of
youths and to innovate and evaluate a learning process to elevate their cultural
diversity respect. The study used a cumulative qualitative and action research and was
participated in by wvoluntary youths from two purposively selected tourism
communities in Thailand.

The results of the qualitative study revealed that, prior to their participation
in the study, the youths had a low level of cultural diversity respect. After participating
in the action research, they could cultivate their cultural diversity respect to the pre-
determined level. From their action, a constructivist learning process was innovated. In
the L-CULTURA, or learning to cultivate cultures model, the youths engaged in nine
spiraling steps of taking up challenges, checking stocks, planning self-study, searching
for new information, sorting the information, conveying the information, getting
feedback, reflecting on their learning experience and creating habits. Community
experts played important roles in scaffolding their learning process as motivators,
attention setters, challengers, advisors, resource persons and facilitators. The factors
that were influential to the youths’ constructivist learning included their diverse social
interactions, active engagement in group processes, trial construction of knowledge
through communicative language. Empowerment by scaffolding agents, favorable
learning environment and development of necessary skills for knowledge construction
were also influential.
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