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ABSTRACT

This study was a descriptive comparative study design aimed at determining
the differences between the perceived barriers to maternal participation in the care of
critically ill neonates by mothers and nurses. The sample group consisted of 64 mothers of
critically ill neonates and 55 nurses on duty in the care of critically ill neonates. The
research instruments used was a questionnaire which included mothers' demographic
information, critically ill neonates' information, and nurses' demographic information, as
well as a questions regarding the barriers to maternal participation in the care of critically
ill neonates. Data were analyzed using Mann-Whitney U test.

The finding revealed that mothers and nurses had different perceived barriers
to maternal participation in care of critically ill neonates at a significance level, 05 (Z = -
4.285, p <.001). The average scores of the perceived barriers by nurse were much greater
than the perceived barriers by mother, indicating that nurses viewed the maternal
participation in the care of critically ill neonates was less possible.

The study finding suggests the congruence between nurses’ and mothers’
perspectives on participation in the care for sick children is essential. Hospital
administrators should establish a program for nurse development and provide

enhancement of needed maternal participation.
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