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ABSTRACT

This study explores the possibilities and challenges of education in Thailand that
can contribute toward democracy and social justice by focusing on the process of citizen
construction in an alternative and a democratic school. By drawing on theories and knowledge
from various critical fields, this thesis attempts to establish that schools are sites of competing
interests and functions. It investigates both the formal and hidden school curricula and
pedagogical approaches to better understand the contradictive nature of school and the
implications on the construction of citizens for democracy and social justice. This study also
examines the influence of differing political, economic and cultural ideologies in
contemporary Thai society in shaping education curricula and practices in the two schools and
the ways in which the schools negotiate these various ideologies which affect the construction
of differentiated citizenship.

Findings suggest that curricula and pedagogical practices drawn from experiential
and inquiry-based learning, and a focus on real issues and concerns in the larger society, have
the potential to contribute to the construction of democratic and justice-oriented citizens.
However, there are certain areas of tension and contradiction in the school systems and
practices which present challenges to education for democracy and social justice. Furthermore,
while Buddhism plays a significant role in citizen construction in both schools, its contribution
toward creating democratic and justice-oriented citizens remains limited. Finally, as the
alternative and democratic schools are embedded in a stratified society, their constructions of
differentiated citizenship pose an important challenge for education for democracy and social
justice in contemporary Thailand.
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