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ABSTRACT

This thematic paper focuses on the piano concerto Lotus Under the
Moonlight by Toshio Hosokawa that was composed in 2006. The purpose of this study
was to investigate the compositional techniques used in the piece and to learn how the
composer conveys the idea of the lotus.

This thematic paper provides a critical analysis of the harmonic language,
motivic development, melodic development, organization of structure, and the musical
connection between Hosokawa’s inspiration from the work of Mozart’s Piano
Concerto in A major KV 488, and his composition Lotus Under the Moonlight.

In order to interpret Hosokawa’s aesthetic, the author also considers
cultural influences beyond the music: Gayaku, nature, Buddhism/Zen philosophy and
meditation, and the essential Japanese concept of ma.

The analysis reveals Hosokawa's use of the first measure of Mozart's
second movement as essential thematic materials, as well as his specific method of
motivic development which focused on various types of embellishments throughout
the composition, portraying many important symbols and concepts such as the lotus of
the title and nature.
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