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ABSTRACT

This study is a quantitative study aiming to study the fertility differential between
Thai Buddhist women and Thai Muslim women and to examine religious influence on fertility
of ever- married women in the southern part of Thailand. This study employs secondary data
from the Reproductive Health Survey year, 2009 conducted by the Thailand National
Statistical Office. The sample is 4,070 Thai Buddhist women and Thai Muslim women in
reproductive ages, from 15 to 49 years old whose, marital statuses include currently married
and ever-married. Hierarchical regression analysis is used to analyse the effect of religion on
fertility. The findings illustrate that the average age of first marriage is 21.8 years old for
women in the southern part of Thailand, where Muslim women get married at the earlier age
than Buddhist women. The earliest age of marriage found in this study is 12 years old. The
mean number of children ever born is 2.04 children. The Muslim women have a higher
number of children than Buddhist women. According to hierarchical regression analysis, the
results indicate that age of women, first age of marriage, and religion are statistically
significantly related to fertility. The number of children ever born increases with age of
women. The Muslim women have a higher number of children than Buddhist women.
Moreover, women with younger age of first marriage tend to have more number of children
ever born than those who get married at an older age. These three variables can explain 53.5%
of the variation in number of children ever born (R? = .535). The results of this study imply
that the government should be aware of the effects of these three factors and implement a
policy promoting reproductive health, especially for teenagers. This study demonstrates that
first age of marriage in both Buddhist and Muslim women is quite low, i.e., 13 and 12 years

old, respectively.
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