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ABSTRACT 
The purposes of this study were: (1) to develop model tales using principles of persuasive 

communication and principles of tale development  to enhance generosity behaviors in early childhood 
pupils; (2) to assess the effectiveness of the developed tales on the generosity behaviors of early 
childhood pupils. For the second objective, two hypotheses were formulated: (1) the tales constructed to 
enhance the generosity behaviors were effective; (2) the mean score on the generosity behaviors after 
the implementation of the tales was higher than that before the use of the materials. 

The research is a pre-experimental (one group pretest and posttest design). The subjects 
chosen for this study were 36 male and female pupils of a Kindergarten Level 2 class, aged 5 – 6 years 
old.  The research instruments were two tale books, constructed by the researcher. The tale books were 
based on the principles of persuasive communication and principles of tale construction.  The tales 
aimed at enhancing the ethical behaviors of generosity in children in early childhood pupils. The tales 
constructed were also to establish the value of generosity and to encourage sharing among others of 
kindergarten pupils. The books of tales were published in printed and electronic formats. Early 
childhood children’s parents were also surveyed through the internet to find out the effectiveness of the 
tales constructed. The effectiveness criteria of the tales were set at a level of 80/80.  After the tales were 
constructed, they were tested and revised until the effectiveness reached the expected criteria level.  The 
tales were implemented in a kindergarten classroom for 10 weeks.  The pretest was given to the subjects 
before the experiment to measure their level of generosity. The tales were told to the subjects by the 
classroom teacher.  After the experiment the posttest was given to measure the subjects’ scores on 
generosity.  A dependent sample t-test was used to determine the difference between the mean scores of 
generosity of the subjects before and after the treatment. 

The results of the study were: 
(1) The effectiveness of the tales constructed was 86.11/84.25, which was higher than the 

expected criteria.  It was found that the tales had clear objectives, correct content, suitable background, 
beautiful layout and illustrations.  The presentation techniques were suitable and interesting.  The 
characters in the two tales were divided clearly into two opposite character traits – good and bad ones.  
“Fear” was the motivation used in the tales.  The tales also included words and phrases that motivated 
students to participate in the story telling such as cries of characters.  The characters were interesting 
and they were good models for pupils to follow.  The parents who were surveyed through the internet 
revealed positive opinions.  They agreed that the tales had suitable content, illustrations, and characters.  
The parents who participated in the study also agreed that the tales were interesting and motivating. 
Early childhood children listened to the tales attentively. 

(2) The mean score of the posttest was significantly higher than that of the pretest at the 
significant level of .05.  This indicated that the tales constructed could change the ethical behavior of 
generosity of the subjects. The data from observation also revealed that after the implementation of the 
first tale the subjects showed generous behavior towards teachers and classmates.  Some pupils imitated 
the behaviors of characters in the tales they had listened to.

Based on the research results, it is recommended that schools, teachers, and parents to use 
tales to develop the ethical behaviors of generosity. Developing and selecting suitable tales are 
important. Tales can be used to develop the ethical behavior of generosity of kindergarten pupils and 
also to lessen undesired behaviors. .
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ABBSTSTRARACTCT 
The e pupurrpososeses oof f ththisis sstutudy werere:e: ((1)1) ttoo dedevvelolopp momodel taleless ususing principles
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pils; (2) toto aassesess s ththe e efeffefectctiviveness of thee developed d tataleles s on thehe ggene ererososity behav
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hance ththee gegenenerorosisityty bbehehaviors were effectctivve;e; (2) the mean scororee onon tthehe ggenereroosity b
impllemementatatitionon of f ththe tales was higher thhan hthaat before the use of tthehe mmatatereriaialsl . 

Thhe reresesearch is a pre-experimementntala ((one group pretest annd d pop sttest desesigign).
osenn ffor this studdyy were 36 male and ffememalalee pupupipilsl  of a Kindergarten LLeevel 2 classs, aga e
.  ThThe researchh iinnstruments were twwoo tatalele bbooooksks, , coconsn tructed by the reseseearcher. Thehe ttal
edd on theh  princnciples of persuasivve cocommmmununicicatatioion n ana d principles of taale constructctio

meed at eenhnhananciingg the ethical behavavioiorsr oof f geg nenerorosisityty inn children in earlyy cchilldhdhood puup
nsttruucteted d weweree aalso to establishs  thehe vvaalueue oof f gegenenerorosiityy aand to encouragage e shshararining amm
derergag rtenen puppills. The books off tataleless weweree ppubublilishsheded in printed annd d elececttronicc fo
ldhdhoood childrenen’’s parents weree alsoo ssuru veveyeyed d ththroougugh h thee internet to findnd out the efffeccti
es coconstructed. TThhe effectivenesss criiteerir a ofof tthehe ttala eses weweree set at a level l ofof 80/80. Affteer
nstrucucted, theey y wewerere tested and rerevivisesedd ununtil l the e efeffecctivveness reached d ththe expected crriter
es weerere iimpmplelemmentnteded in a kinderrgaartrtenn cclalassrroomom foror 100 weeks.  Thee pprettesestt waw s gigivven t
fore thehe expxpererimiment t toto measure ttheh irir llevelel of f geg neneroossity. The taleles s weerere ttololdd too tthhe su
ssroom m teteaccheher.r.  AfA teer r ththe experiimementn tthee pososttt esestt was giveenn toto mmeaeasusurere thehe subjec
nerosity. AA depepeendedentnt ssamamplple e t-test wwas uusesed d toto ddeeterminee tthehe ddififfefererencncee bbetwweeen the m
nerosity of f ththe e subjbjecctsts bbefefooree anandd afaftet r the treatmenntt. 

ThThe e rer sultltss ofof tthehe sstutudy wwerere:e: 
(1) ThThe e efefffecttivivenenesesss ofof thehe ttalales ccononststruructctede wwas 886.11/8/84.4.2525, which was h

pected criteria.  It wwasas ffouo ndnd tthahatt tthee ttalees hahad d clcleaar r obobjjectctivives, , cocorrrreect content, suitable
autiful layout and illustrtratatioionsns. TThhe prereseentntatatiion tetechniniququeses were suitable and inte
aracters in the two tales were ddivividideded ccleleararlyly iintntoo twtwo o opoppposite character traits – good
ear” was the motivation used in the tales. The tales also included words and phrases t

Copyright by Mahidol Universityired behaviors. .red

ES / EARLY CHILDHOOD / GENEROSITY / PERSUASIVE COMMUNICATIONS / EARLY CHILDHOOD / GENEROSITY / PERSUASIVE COMMUNICATIO


