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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to survey and compare the attitudes on
poeticity of free verse between undergraduate students majoring in Thai and those
majoring in foreign languages. The hypothesis was that the Thai-major students were
more confined to the poeticity of free verse than their counterpart, and this was
examined by Reader response theory and Empiricism. In this study, a questionnaire
was used which was developed from Tung (1994)’s Four Linguistic Spaces of Poetry.
The data was calculated into statistical values in order to produce interpretation,
analysis, comparison and conclusion by means of descriptive and theoretical
descriptions.

The results were as follows:

1) The attitudes of Thai-majoring undergraduate students towards language
and content in metical verse were high (73.749 % and 73.749 % respectively), and
those of foreign language-majoring undergraduate students were high (72.083 % and
83.333 % respectively).

2) The attitudes of Thai-majoring undergraduate students towards language
and content in free verse were somewhat high (67.916 %) and high (80.833 %
respectively), and those of foreign language-majoring undergraduate students were
high (72.083 % and 80.000 % respectively).

3) The hypothesis was proved incorrect; that is, both of the undergraduate
students majoring in Thai and those in foreign languages had similar levels of their
reception and evaluation for the poeticity of free verse.

Furthermore, this research also demonstrated that both two groups had very
similar levels of attitudes towards content in free verse. When compared to the level of
attitudes towards language, that towards content was significantly higher.
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