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ABSTRACT 
The objectives of the research are to study the words and categorization of 

meaning of vegetable terms in standard Khmer and analyse  the system of thought, world view 
and social and culture reflections when using the vegetable terms in standard Khmer of the 
Khmer people by using an ethnosemantics theory. The results of this research are divided  

into two parts. The first  analyzed the distinctive features of the word

‘vegetable’ by using componential analysis to show that can use 3 terms are

‘general vegetables’, ‘dip vegetables’ and ‘mixed 

vegetables’. The 3 terms are different because of the Khmer thought. The thought   involves 1) 
state of the vegetable’s being  (ripe, raw) 2) parts of vegetables used for eating 3) the methods 
used for vegetable preparation  4) cooking methods 5) eating methods 6) to eat accompanying 
with. The second, categorization semantic domain of the vegetables terms

(  ‘general vegetables/all vegetables’) from word formation from 334 words  

shows that  the words of vegetable terms used and unused modifiers. However, the words use 
of modifiers can  categorize the meaning of modifiers into 6 main semantic domains  
1) nature 2) names 3) salient characteristics 4) parts of plant and body parts of  
humans/animals 5) objects and utensil 6) verbs. Moreover, it is found that in vegetable terms, 
each word can reflect a variation in society and culture of the Khmer people such as  
1) natural environment 2) division of land and utilization of the geographical area 3) the 
thinking of Khmer people 4) Khmer lifestyle 5) relationship between Khmer people and other 
ethnic groups. 
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