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THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRANT WORKERS: CASE
STUDIES ON THE RIGHTS TO HEALTH OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRANT
WORKERS FROM MYANMAR IN SAMUT SAKHON PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

The study aims to examine the rights to health care and the access to health
care services of international migrant workers from Myanmar that are in Samut
Sakhon Province, Thailand. It also examines the problems, the obstacles, and the
troubleshooting guidelines regarding the recognition of the rights to health care and the
access to health care services of international migrant workers. UN human rights
concept and the ILO labor rights concept documentations were used as a framework
for analysis. The research instrument was through observations and in-depth
interviews. The sample consisted of 20 international migrant workers, leaders of
international migrant workers’ communities (NGOs/CBOs), governmental personnel,
employers (manufacturers, retailers, households, etc.) in Samut Sakhon. This case
study included a comparison between internal legislations and international charters
regarding the rights to health care programs for international migrant workers.

The study found that some international migrant workers are faced with
several issues; problems still remain regarding recognition of their rights to health; the
lack health insurance due to the problems of registration in an employment system; the
breaches of the rights to health care regulations which cannot be rectified to protect
international migrant workers regarding comprehensive health insurances; and the
government has no proper or efficient models for curative treatments aimed at the
uninsured international migrant workers. Although, the government provides
information and knowledge regarding health insurance benefit packages, and attempts
to promote the attitude of the health service providers, health care communication
problems still occur for international migrant workers. Protection of the rights to health
care for international migrant workers in Thailand should be provided by NGOs,
employers, and international migrant workers’ communities who can cooperate with
governmental officers in an attempt to improve and enforce the laws needed to drive
the action plans that support the rights to health care services for international migrant
workers. Employers, entrepreneurs, and international migrant workers must recognize
and understand the rights to health care, so to provide a good cooperative attitude and
accountability regarding the health care and the health insurance coverage of
international migrant workers.

KEY WORDS: HUMAN RIGHTS / RIGHTS TO HEALTH / INTERNATIONAL
MIGRANT WORKERS
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