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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF
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ABSTRACT

This was a descriptive study aimed to examine perceived importance of
information; understanding of information, and parental anxiety; and the relationship
between perceived importance of information, understanding of information, and the
anxiety of parents of children in the recovery phase after cardiac surgery. The study
sample is comprised of 64 parents of children in the recovery phase after cardiac
surgery who were transferred from the intensive care unit to general wards.
Questionnaires and interviews were used for data collection. Descriptive statistics and
Spearman’s rank correlation were used for data analysis.

The findings of the study revealed that the sample had a high mean score
on perceived importance of information (Mean=128.36, SD=6.68), a moderate mean
score on understanding of information (Mean=95.88, SD=16.84) and a moderate mean
score on state anxiety (Mean=46.19, SD=9.46). Moreover, the relationship between
the perceived importance of information and parental anxiety showed no statistical
significance (rs = 0.180, p > .05), while the relationship between understanding of
information was found to be negatively relative to parental anxiety with statistical
significance (rs =-0.273, p <.05).
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