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THAI MUSICAL CULTURE OF THE COLLEGE OF DRAMATIC ARTS AND THE USE
OF STANDARDIZED GUIDELINES IN MUSIC TEACHING AND LEARNING.
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the influences of Thai musical culture on
the use of standardized guidelines in music teaching and learning at the College of Dramatic
Arts, Bangkok campus. The conceptual framework was integrated ethnomusicological,
cultural standard and formal music education approaches. This qualitative research used
participant observation and in-depth interviewed methods with eighteen key informants
consisting of college administrators, Thai music teachers, and those who involved in
promoting use of the guidelines in teaching and learning.

The results have indicated that the Thai musical culture of the College of
Dramatic Arts in music teaching and learning included 1) strong adherence to authentic style
of singing and performing tradition 2) oral musical transmission 3) highest respect to their
teachers and 4) family-like relationships and old-young practices. These cultural standards
influenced, directly and indirectly the uses of Thai music standardized guidelines developed
by the Office of the Higher Education Commission (OHEC) in a way that resulting in partial
used of the guidelines on both policy level and practical level. Because of their solid cultural
standard of Thai music that affect their negotiation, selection, and application of guideline
flexibility, there should be an increased understanding about the value of guidelines in all

partners.
KEY WORDS: THAI MUSIC STANDARDIZED GUIDELINES / THAI MUSICAL
CULTURE /CULTURAL STANDARD /MUSIC TEACHING AND

LEARNING / COLLEGE OF DRAMATIC ARTS
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